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as I have always disliked life in London, more especially official life, and I was anxious to be given active command of troops. However, the Field-Marshal was good enough to make his request more palatable by promising me the command of the ist Division at Aldershot when it became vacant in the summer of the following year.
The night before leaving the Staff College, in October 1913, I was entertained by the staff and students at dinner, and I am not ashamed to say that in the short farewell speech I made to them my heart was fairly in my mouth. Black sheep are to be found in nearly every flock, but there are an unusual small proportion of them at the Staff College. Both staff and students are of the most attractive character, hard workers, lovable companions whether at work or play,' and really good fellows in every sense of the word. I grieve to think that over one hundred and fifty of the officers who had graduated at Camberley met their death in the Great War.
The next time I dined with a party of Staff College officers was at Cologne in 1919, when in command of the Army of the Rhine. Dillon, my private secretary, collected all the P.S.C. officers then serving under my orders (I am afraid one was unintentionally left out), and we spent a pleasant evening together at my house overlooking the river, discussing the old Camberley days and the great events which had since taken place.down. Having duly knighted me the King put out his hand, and not knowing what else to do I shook it, rising to my feet at the same time. I ought to have kissed it, of course, as a sign of homage, but the King was probably quite as pleased to see me shake it. The incident brought a broad smile over the faces of the onlookers, and I beat as hasty a retreat as I respectfully could. I have always felt far more gratified with the honour thus simply and spontaneously conferred upon me as a mark of His Majesty's personal esteem, than with any of the rewards since received on the recommendation of ministers or my military superiors.
